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of the water; while the real sun remains all the
time the same. Similarly the Brahman, the
Supreme Being, although in reality uniform and
never changing, participates, as it were, in the
attributes and states of the body and the other
limiting conditions (or upadhis) within which it
abides; it grows with them as it were, decreases
with them as it were, and so on. Hence, as
two things compared possess certain features in
common, no valid objection can be made to the
comparison.

This will show you that, however poetical and
sometimes chaotic the language of the Upanishads
may be, .Sankara, the author of the great com-
mentary on the Vedanta-sutras, knows how to
reason accurately and logically, and would be able
to hold his own against any opponent, whether
Indian or European.

There is another well-known simile In the
Upanishads, intended to illustrate the doctrine
that Brahman is both the material and the efficient
cause of the world, that the world is made not
only by God, but also of God. How can that be ?
the pupil asks, and his teacher answers: ' Look at